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FIG. 24
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INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS,
INFORMATION PROCESSING SYSTEM,
IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS, IMAGE
FORMING SYSTEM, AND COMPUTER
READABLE MEDIUM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This Application is a Continuation Application of U.S.
application Ser. No. 12/100,432 filed Apr. 10, 2008, which
claims the benefit of priority from Japanese Patent Applica-
tion No. 2007-250190 filed Sep. 26, 2007, the disclosures of
which are incorporated herein in their entirety by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates to an information processing
apparatus, an information processing system, an image form-
ing apparatus, an image forming system, and a computer
readable medium.

2. Related Art

In an information processing apparatus such as a server or
a personal computer, or an image forming apparatus such as
a printer having a network function, various information is
stored in a storage section such as a memory or a hard disk
drive.

In such information, it is often that information which is
allowed for all users to perform browsing, various settings,
and the like, and that which is allowed only for a part of users
or the administrator to perform browsing, various settings,
and the like mixedly exist.

Therefore, many techniques for restricting processes such
as browsing of information, various settings, and the like have
been proposed.

SUMMARY

According to an aspect of the present invention, an infor-
mation processing apparatus includes: an information storage
that stores information; a request accepting section that
accepts a predetermined request for the information; a setting
section that, for each of the information, sets whether the
predetermined request is allowed; a setting storage that stores
a setting by the setting section; a determining section that,
with respect to the information corresponding to a request
accepted by the request accepting section, reads out a corre-
sponding setting from the setting storage, and that determines
allowance/non-allowance of the predetermined request; and a
process executing section that, in a case where the determin-
ing section determines allowance of the predetermined
request, executes a process corresponding to the predeter-
mined request on the information.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Exemplary embodiment of the present invention will be
described in detail based on the following figures, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the configuration of an
information processing system S1 which is a first exemplary
embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a view illustrating an example of classification of
contents;

FIG. 3 is a view illustrating an example of classification of
contents;
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FIG. 41is aview illustrating an example of setting of content
operation restriction;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing the procedure of a process of
an access request to content;

FIG. 61is a view illustrating an example of setting of content
operation restriction;

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing the procedure of a process of
a display request to content;

FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing the procedure of a process of
a request of setting (execution) to content;

FIG. 9is aview illustrating an example of setting of content
operation restriction;

FIG. 10 is a flowchart showing the procedure of a process
of an access request to content;

FIG. 11 is a view illustrating an example of setting of
content operation restriction;

FIG. 12 is a flowchart showing the procedure of a process
of'a display access request to content;

FIG. 13 is a flowchart showing the procedure of a process
of a request of setting (execution) to content;

FIG. 14 is ablock diagram showing the configuration of an
information processing system S2 which is a second exem-
plary embodiment;

FIG. 15 is ablock diagram showing the configuration of an
information processing system S3 which is a third exemplary
embodiment;

FIG. 16 is a flowchart showing the procedure of a setting
application process;

FIG. 17 is a flowchart showing the procedure of application
instruction wait canceling process 1;

FIG. 18 is a flowchart showing the procedure of application
instruction wait canceling process 2;

FIG. 19 is a flowchart showing the procedure of application
instruction wait canceling process 3;

FIG. 20 is a flowchart showing the procedure of a setting
application process;

FIG. 21 is a flowchart showing the procedure of application
instruction wait canceling process 4;

FIG. 22 is a flowchart showing the procedure of application
instruction wait canceling process 5;

FIG. 23 is a flowchart showing the procedure of application
instruction wait canceling process 6; and

FIG. 24 is a flowchart showing the procedure of a setting
application process.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments which are examples
of the invention will be described in detail with reference to
the accompanying drawings. In the drawings, the identical
members are designated by the same reference numerals, and
duplicated description will be omitted. In the following, the
best mode for carrying out the invention will be described,
and hence the invention is not restricted to the mode.

First Exemplary Embodiment

Referring to FIGS. 1 to 13, an information processing
system S1 which is a first exemplary embodiment of the
invention will be described.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the configuration of the
image forming system S1 which is the first exemplary
embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 1, the image forming system S1 is con-
figured by: a printer PR1 which is a kind of information
processing apparatus (or image forming apparatus) having a
network connection function through a network N such as a
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LAN orthe Internet; and an information processing apparatus
PC1 for an administrator and configured by a personal com-
puter or the like.

In the exemplary embodiment, one printer PR1 and one
information processing apparatus PC1 are connected. The
exemplary embodiment is not restricted to this, and two or
more printers and two or more information processing appa-
ratuses may be connected. An image inputting apparatus
(such as a scanner) having a network function may be addi-
tionally connected.

In the exemplary embodiment, the type of the printer PR1
is not particularly limited, and may be any one of printers
having a network connection function such as a laser printer,
a full-color printer, or an inkjet printer.

The information processing apparatus PC1 is provided
with a web browser which operates on a usual OS (Operating
System), so that the apparatus can access the printer PR1
through the network N to perform browsing of web contents
(web pages), predetermined setting, etc.

Although not particularly restricted, for example, the con-
figuration of the information processing apparatus PC1 com-
prises a keyboard and a mouse as inputting means, and a
liquid crystal display device as displaying means.

The printer PR1 comprises a configuration for realizing a
printing function including a sheet conveying mechanism, a
printer engine (image forming section), and the like. A usual
configuration may be employed, and therefore its description
is omitted.

FIG. 1 shows only the configuration of the printer PR1
required for implementing the invention.

As shown in FIG. 1, the printer PR1 comprises: a commu-
nicating portion 100 configured by a network interface or the
like which is connected to the network N to transmit and
receive data (information) such as various requests to and
from the information processing apparatus PC1 and the like;
an embedded web server (hereinafter, abbreviated as EWS)
101 serving as a request accepting section; a nonvolatile
memory 102 which stores administrator information and the
like; and a content material storing portion 104 which stores
content materials (various information) for producing con-
tents (web pages).

The term “EWS” means not only a web server installed in
a printer (printing device), but also web servers installed in
various devices. For example, an EWS is installed in a printer
or the like as in the exemplary embodiment, or in a home
ADSL router and the like. An EWS can access a web server
installed in such a device from a web browser (web client)
installed in a client computer, to set the values of various
parameters or display communication history information.

In the exemplary embodiment, the EWS 101 comprises: an
authenticating portion 200 which authenticates an adminis-
trator of the printer PR1 or the like by means of matching of
an ID code or a password; a determining portion 201 which
determines whether the display of a content (information or a
web page) requested (in the exemplary embodiment, this is
referred to as a content display request) by the apparatus PC1
is allowed or not; and a content producing portion 202 which
produces a content (information or a web page) from various
information stored in the content material storing portion 104.

The nonvolatile memory 102 stores administrator informa-
tion D1, and a content operation restriction management table
D2 which defines restrictions on a content operation (content
process).

In the content operation restriction management table D2,
setting information indicating, for example, whether the dis-
play of each content is allowed or not is stored in the form of
a table (a detailed example will be described later).
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The content producing portion 202 collects various data,
and, based on the data, produces contents (HITML file (web
page)).

The various data which are used as materials of contents
are stored in different places depending on their contents, and
therefore are not specified in FIG. 1. For example, job history
information is stored in the nonvolatile memory 102 in order
that the information is not erased even when the power of the
printer PR1 is turned off. In the case where the requested
content is “job history”, the EWS 101 obtains job history
information through a job history information management
module. In the case where a content is event information, the
content is stored in the nonvolatile memory 102. In the case
where the requested content is “event information”, the EWS
101 obtains event information through an event information
management module.

Referring to comments (1) to (9) in FIG. 1, the flow of the
operation of the information processing system S1 will be
described.

First, a content display request is sent to the printer PR1
through the web browser of the information processing appa-
ratus PC1 (1).

The determining portion 201 of the EWS 101 of the printer
PR1 refers the content operation restriction management
table D2 on the basis of the content display request, and
checks the set content (set value) of the corresponding content
2.

If it is determined that the display of the corresponding
content is allowed, an access of' a web browser corresponding
to the content is allowed, and a display, setting, and the like of
the content are performed on the web browser of the infor-
mation processing apparatus PC1.

By contrast, if it is determined that the display of the
corresponding content is not allowed, the determining portion
201 notifies the authenticating portion 200 that authentication
of an administrator is necessary (3).

On the basis of the notification, the authenticating portion
200 requests the information processing apparatus PC1 to
input administrator information.

On the basis of the request, the user of the information
processing apparatus PC1 inputs administrator information
(for example, the apparatus administrator ID) through the
keyboard or the like (5). It is a matter of course that, when the
user does not have an administrator privilege, the apparatus
administrator ID or the like cannot be input. In this case,
therefore, the content display request is abandoned at this
timing.

Also when the authentication in the authenticating portion
200 fails (for example, the apparatus administrator 1D is
erroneously input, or an invalid apparatus administrator ID is
input by an unauthorized user), the content display request is
not allowed.

According to the configuration, it is possible to prevent a
person who has no privilege of accessing a corresponding
content (i.e., a user other than the administrator, or a person
who attempts an unauthorized access) from browsing and
setting the content, and the security of the printer PR1 can be
improved.

By contrast, the authenticating portion 200 reads out the
administrator information D1 (6), and performs matching
between the information and the input apparatus administra-
tor ID. If matching is attained, an authentication success
notification is sent to the determining portion 201 (7).

On the basis of the notification, the determining portion
201 obtains a content (information) corresponding to the
request, from the content material storing portion 104 (8), the
content producing portion 202 produces a web page including



US 9,172,835 B2

5

the content, and a state where the web page can be browsed or
set through the web browser of the information processing
apparatus PC1 is set (9).

Therefore, the user of the information processing appara-
tus PC1 can browse or set a desired content (information)
through the web browser, on the basis of the content display
request.

Next, referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, an example of classifica-
tion of contents (information) will be described.

In this example, contents (information) are stored with
classified into groups of three hierarchies or major, interme-
diate, and minor classifications.

The number of classifications may be increased or
decreased in accordance with the kinds or use of contents.

In the example shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the group of the
major classifications stores “print, scan, facsimile, service set
up,...".

The group of the intermediate classifications dependent to
the group of the major classifications stores setting items
related to operations such as “execution, suspension, and
abort”, and items such as “device information, event infor-
mation”, “port setting”, and “protocol setting”.

The group of the minor classifications dependent to the
group of the intermediate classifications stores, for example,
dependent to “device information” of the intermediate clas-
sifications, setting items such as “sheet tray, discharge tray,
cover, consumables”, and, dependent to “setting of protocol”
of the intermediate classifications, setting items such as
“TCP/IP, LPD, Port9000, . . .”

Next, referring to Table 1 and FIG. 4, a configuration
example of the content operation restriction management
table D2 of the nonvolatile memory 102 of the printer PR1
will be described.

TABLE 1

Content operation restriction management table

Inputting method
(number of characters x
number of lines)/input
restriction/display
restriction

Display item Display content

Restriction on Name of table
content operation

Name of content

Selection boxes/
alternatives are as follows:

Name of content
classified as major

classification 1. Not restricted
Depend on installed 2. Restricted (allowed
functions only to administrator)

As shown in Table 1 and FIG. 4, “restricted” or “not
restricted” is set for each content.

In the example shown in FIG. 4, with respect to the group
of'the major classifications (state, job, property, maintenance,
support) shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, “restricted” or “not
restricted” is set. These setting contents are reflected in the
intermediate and minor classifications dependent to each
group of the major classifications.

Therefore, the work of setting “restricted” or “not
restricted” in each of items of the intermediate and minor
classifications in which the number of items is relatively large
can be omitted, and the contents (information) can be man-
aged efficiently.

Table 2 shows “content operation restriction mode” which
is seen from the viewpoint of a function that can be used by a
usual user and the administrator.
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TABLE 2

Meaning of each value of content operation restriction mode

Operation requested by client

Restriction mode Setting

of tab operation Type of user Display (execution)

Not restricted Usual user (CO) Able Disable
Administrator (KO)  Able Able

Restricted (allowed Usual user (CO) Disable Disable

only to apparatus Administrator (KO)  Able Able

administrator)

In Table 2, “CO” is an abbreviation of “Casual Operator”,
and “KO” is an abbreviation of “Key Operator”.

Table 3 shows “content operation restriction mode” which
is seen from the viewpoint of whether administrator authen-
tication is requested or not.

TABLE 3

Case where administrator authentication is requested

Restriction mode of Operation requested by client

content operation Display Setting (execution)

Administrator authentication Administrator

is not requested authentication
is requested

Administrator authentication Administrator

is requested authentication
is requested

Not restricted

Restricted (allowed
only to apparatus
administrator)

Next, with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 5, the proce-
dure of the process of an access request to a content which is
executed in the information processing system S1 of the
exemplary embodiment will be described.

In the example shown in FIG. 5, it is assumed that content
A is to be accessed.

When the process is started, first, the information process-
ing apparatus PC1 (client) requests in step S100 the printer
PR1to access content A, and the process then proceeds to step
S101.

In step S101, it is determined whether the set value of the
operation restriction mode of content A is “restricted” or not.

Ifthe determination result is “No”, the process proceeds to
step S105 in which the printer PR1 transmits data of content
A to the information processing apparatus PC1 (client).

Inthis case, as described above, the information processing
apparatus PC1 (client) may obtain data by accessing a web
page including content A produced by the content producing
portion 202 of the EWS 101 of the printer PR1, through the
web browser.

If“Yes” is determined in step S101, the process proceeds to
step S102 in which the printer PR1 requests the information
processing apparatus PC1 (client) to perform administrator
authentication, and the process then proceeds to step S103.

In step S103, authentication is performed on the basis of
the administrator information (apparatus administrator ID or
the like) input in the information processing apparatus PC1. If
the authentication succeeds, the process proceeds to step
S105 in which the printer PR1 transmits data of content A to
the information processing apparatus PC1 (client).

In this case, as in the same manner as the case described
above, the information processing apparatus PC1 (client)
may obtain data by accessing a web page including content A
produced by the content producing portion 202 of the EWS
101 of the printer PR1, through the web browser.
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If it is determined in step S103 that the administrator
authentication fails, the process proceeds to step S104, and
the process is ended without transmitting data of content A.

As described above, if it is authenticated that the request is
issued from a person who has the privilege of accessing s
content A or the administrator, the access to content A is
allowed. Therefore, it is possible to prevent a person who has
no privilege of access (i.e., a user other than the administrator,
or a person who attempts an unauthorized access) from
accessing content A, and hence the security of the printer PR1
can be improved.

It is a matter of course that other contents can be similarly
processed by the process of requesting an access to a content
shown in FIG. 5. Also when the request content is a request
other than an access request, such as a request for changing
the setting a predetermined content (information), or a print
request, the request can be processed in a similar procedure.

Next, an example of a case where, with respect to not only
the display but also the setting (execution), restriction can be
made for each content will be described.

Table 4 and FIG. 6 show an example in which restriction in
the case where contents are operated is managed.

10
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TABLE 5-continued

Meaning of each value of content operation restriction mode

Operation requested

by client
Restriction mode Setting
of tab operation Type of user Display (execution)
Setting (execution) is Usual user (CO) Able Disable
restricted (allowed only to  Apparatus Able Able
apparatus administrator) administrator (KO)
Also display is restricted Usual user (CO) Disable Disable
(allowed only to apparatus ~ Apparatus Able Able

administrator) administrator (KO)

Content operation restriction management table 2

Inputting method
(number of characters x
number of lines)/input

Display item Display content

restriction/display restriction

Restriction on content Name of table

operation

Name of content classified as
major classification
Depend on installed functions

Name of content

Selection boxes/alternatives

are as follows:

1. Not restricted

2. Setting (execution) is restricted

(allowed only to administrator)
3. Also display is restricted
(allowed only to administrator)

In the example shown in Table 4 and FIG. 6, three alterna-
tives of the setting or “Not restricted”, “Setting (execution) is
restricted (allowed only to administrator)”, and “Also display
is restricted (allowed only to administrator)” are prepared.

40

In a setting screen such as shown in FIG. 6, with respect to
each content, a button B1 is operated to select one of the three
kinds of settings.

When the setting is to be applied, a button B2 is clicked,
and, when the setting is to be returned to the default setting or
the state before the setting change, a button B3 is clicked.

45

Table 5 shows “content operation restriction mode” which
is seen from the viewpoint of a function that can be used by a
usual user and the administrator.

50

Table 6 shows “content operation restriction mode” which
is seen from the viewpoint of whether administrator authen-
tication is requested or not. .

TABLE §

Meaning of each value of content operation restriction mode

Operation requested

60
by client

Restriction mode Setting

of tab operation Type of user Display (execution)
Not restricted Usual user (CO) Able Able
Apparatus Able Able 65

administrator (KO)

TABLE 6

Case where administrator authentication is requested

Restriction mode Operation requested by client

of content operation Display Setting (execution)
Not restricted Administrator Administrator
authentication is  authentication
not requested is not requested
Setting (execution) is restricted ~ Administrator Administrator
(allowed only to apparatus authentication is  authentication
administrator) not requested is requested
Also display is restricted Administrator Administrator
(allowed only to apparatus authentication is  authentication
administrator) requested is requested

Next, with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 7, the proce-
dure of the process of a display request to a content which is
executed in the information processing system S1 of the
exemplary embodiment will be described.

In step S200, the information processing apparatus PC1
(client) requests the printer PR1 to display content A, and the
process then proceeds to step S201.

In step S201, it is determined whether the set value of the
operation restriction mode of content A is “not restricted”,
“setting (execution) is restricted (allowed only to administra-
tor)”, or “also display is restricted (allowed only to adminis-
trator)”. If it is determined that the set value is “notrestricted”
or “setting (execution) is restricted (allowed only to admin-
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istrator)”, the process proceeds to step S205 in which the
printer PR1 transmits data of content A to the information
processing apparatus PC1 (client) (i.e,, the display is
allowed). In the case where the set value is “setting (execu-
tion) is restricted (allowed only to administrator)”, it is a
matter of course that a usual user can perform only the display
(browsing), and cannot perform setting of content A and the
like. By contrast, in the case where the set value is “not
restricted”, a usual user can perform not only the display of
content A, but also setting. execution of the process, and the
like.

In this case, as described above, the information processing
apparatus PC1 (client) may obtain data or perform an opera-
tion by accessing a web page including content A produced by
the content producing portion 202 of the EWS 101 of the
printer PR1, through the web browser.

If it is determined in step S201 that the set value is “also
display is restricted (allowed only to administrator)”, the
process proceeds to step S202 in which the printer PR1
requests the information processing apparatus PC1 (client) to
perform administrator authentication, and the process then
proceeds to step S203.

In step S203, authentication is performed on the basis of
the administrator information (apparatus administrator ID or
the like) input in the information processing apparatus PC1. If
the authentication succeeds, the process proceeds to step
S205 in which the printer PR1 transmits data of content A to
the information processing apparatus PC1 (client) (that is, for
the administrator, the display is allowed).

In this case, as in the same manner as the case described
above, the information processing apparatus PC1 (client)
may obtain data by accessing a web page including content A
produced by the content producing portion 202 of the EWS
101 of the printer PR1, through the web browser.

If it is determined in step S203 that the administrator
authentication fails, the process proceeds to step S204, and
the process is ended without transmitting data of content A.

As described above, in accordance with the set value of
content A, it is possible to restrict allowance/non-allowance
of display, and contents of an allowed process. Therefore, the
security of the printer PR1 can be further improved.

It is a matter of course that contents other than content A
can be similarly processed by the process of a display request
to a content shown in FIG. 7.

Next, with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 8, the proce-
dure of the process of a request of setting (execution) to a
content which is executed in the information processing sys-
tem S1 of the exemplary embodiment will be described.

In step S300, the information processing apparatus PC1
(client) requests the printer PR1 to perform setting (execu-
tion) on content A, and the process then proceeds to step
S301.

In step S301, it is determined whether the set value of the
operation restriction mode of content A is “not restricted”,
“setting (execution) is restricted (allowed only to administra-
tor)”, or “also display is restricted (allowed only to adminis-
trator)”. Ifitis determined that the set value is “not restricted”,
the process proceeds to step S305 in which the printer PR1
transmits data of content A to the information processing
apparatus PC1 (client) (i.e., the display and setting (execu-
tion) are allowed).

In this case, as described above, the information processing
apparatus PC1 (client) may obtain data or perform setting
(execution) by accessing a web page including content A
produced by the content producing portion 202 of the EWS
101 of the printer PR1, through the web browser.
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If it is determined in step S301 that the set value is “setting
(execution) is restricted (allowed only to administrator)” or
“also display is restricted (allowed only to administrator)”,
the process proceeds to step S302 in which the printer PR1
requests the information processing apparatus PC1 (client) to
perform administrator authentication, and the process then
proceeds to step S303.

In step S303, authentication is performed on the basis of
the administrator information (apparatus administrator ID or
the like) input in the information processing apparatus PC1. If
the authentication succeeds, the process proceeds to step
S305 in which the printer PR1 transmits data of content A to
the information processing apparatus PC1 (client) (that is, for
the administrator, the display and setting (execution) are
allowed).

In this case, as in the same manner as the case described
above, the information processing apparatus PC1 (client)
may obtain data and perform operations such as setting by
accessing a web page including content A produced by the
content producing portion 202 of the EWS 101 of the printer
PR1, through the web browser.

If it is determined in step S303 that the administrator
authentication fails, the process proceeds to step S304, and
the process is ended without transmitting data of content A.

As described above, in accordance with the set value of
content A, it is possible to restrict setting (execution). There-
fore, the security of the printer PR1 can be further improved.

It is a matter of course that contents other than content A
can be similarly processed by the process of a request of
setting (execution) to a content shown in FIG. 8.

Next, an example of a case where the number of the user
classifications is increased to three or more will be described.

Table 7 and FIG. 9 show an example in which restriction in
the case where contents are operated is managed.

TABLE 7

Content operation restriction management table

Inputting method
(number of characters x
number of lines)/input
restriction/display
restriction

Display item Display content

Restriction on Name of table
content operation

Name of content

Selection boxes/
alternatives are as follows:
1. Not restricted

2. Restricted (allowed only
to administrators 1 and 2)
3. Restricted (allowed only
to administrator 2)

Name of content
classified as major
classification
Depend on installed
functions

In the example shown in Table 7 and FIG. 9, three alterna-
tives of the setting or “Not restricted”, “Restricted (allowed
only to administrators 1 and 2)”, and “Restricted (allowed
only to administrator 2)” are prepared.

In a setting screen such as shown in FIG. 9, with respect to
each content, the button B1 is operated to select one of the
three kinds of settings.

When the setting is to be applied, the button B2 is clicked,
and, when the setting is to be returned to the default setting or
the state before the setting change, the button B3 is clicked.

Table 8 shows “content operation restriction mode” which
is seen from the viewpoint of a function that can be used by a
usual user and the administrator.
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TABLE 8
Operation requested
by client
Restriction mode Setting
of tab operation Type of user Display (execution)
Not restricted Usual user (CO) Able Able
Administrator 1 (KO)  Able Able
Administrator 2 (CE)  Able Able
Restricted (allowed only  Usual user (CO) Disable Disable
to administrators 1 and Administrator 1 (KO)  Able Able
2) Administrator 2 (CE)  Able Able
Restricted (allowed only  Usual user (CO) Disable Disable
to administrator 2) Administrator 1 (KO) Disable Disable
Administrator 2 (CE)  Able Able

In Table 8, “CE” corresponding to administrator 2 is an
abbreviation of “Customer Engineer”.

Table 9 shows “content operation restriction mode” which
is seen from the viewpoint of whether administrator authen-
tication is requested or not.

TABLE 9

Case where administrator authentication is requested

Restriction mode Operation requested by client

of content operation Display Setting (execution)
Not restricted Administrator Administrator
authentication is authentication is
not requested requested
Restricted (allowed only to  Administrator Administrator
administrators 1 and 2) authentication is authentication is
requested requested
Restricted (allowed only to  Administrator Administrator
administrator 2) authentication is authentication is
requested requested

Next, with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 10, the pro-
cedure of the process of an access request to a content which
is executed in the information processing system S1 of the
exemplary embodiment will be described.

In step S400, the information processing apparatus PC1
(client) requests the printer PR1 to access content A, and the
process then proceeds to step S401.

In step S401, it is determined whether the set value of the
operation restriction mode of content A is “not restricted”,
“restricted (allowed only to administrators 1 and 2)”, or
“restricted (allowed only to administrator 2)”. If it is deter-
mined that the set value is “not restricted”, the process pro-
ceeds to step S405 in which the printer PR1 transmits data of
content A to the information processing apparatus PC1 (cli-
ent) (i.e., the access is allowed).

In this case, as described above, the information processing
apparatus PC1 (client) may obtain data by accessing a web
page including content A produced by the content producing
portion 202 of the EWS 101 of the printer PR1, through the
web browser.

If it is determined in step S401 that the set value is
“restricted (allowed only to administrators 1 and 2)” or
“restricted (allowed only to administrator 2)”, the process
proceeds to step S402 in which the printer PR1 requests the
information processing apparatus PC1 (client) to perform
administrator authentication, and the process then proceeds
to step S403.

In step S403, authentication is performed on the basis of
the administrator information (apparatus administrator ID or
the like) input in the information processing apparatus PC1. If
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the authentication succeeds, the process proceeds to step
S405 in which the printer PR1 transmits data of content A to
the information processing apparatus PC1 (client) (that is, for
administrator 1 or 2, the access is allowed).

In this case, as in the same manner as the case described
above, the information processing apparatus PC1 (client)
may obtain data by accessing a web page including content A
produced by the content producing portion 202 of the EWS
101 of the printer PR1, through the web browser.

If it is determined in step S403 that the administrator
authentication fails, the process proceeds to step S404, and
the process is ended without transmitting data of content A.

As described above, in accordance with the set value of
content A, it is possible to restrict the access of the user or an
administrator to a content. Therefore, the security of the
printer PR1 can be further improved.

It is a matter of course that contents other than content A
can be similarly processed by the process of an access request
to a content shown in FIG. 10.

Next, an example of a case where the number of the user
classifications are increased to three or more, and, with
respectto not only the display but also the setting (execution),
restriction can be made for each content will be described.

Table 10 and FIG. 11 show an example in which restriction
in the case where contents are operated is managed.

TABLE 10

Content operation restriction management table

Inputting method (number of
characters x number of
lines)/input restriction/
display restriction

Display item Display content

Restriction on Name of table
content operation

Name of content

Selection boxes/
alternatives are as follows:

Name of content
classified as

major 1. Not restricted
classification 2. Setting (execution) is
Depend on restricted (allowed only

installed functions to administrators 1 and 2)

3. Setting (execution) is restricted
(allowed only to administrator 2)
4. Also display is restricted

(allowed only to administrator 2)

In the example shown in Table 10 and FIGS. 11 and 12, six
alternatives of the setting or “Not restricted”, “Setting (execu-
tion) is restricted (allowed only to administrators 1 and 2)”,
“Setting (execution) is restricted (allowed only to administra-
tor 2)”, “Also display is restricted (allowed only to adminis-
trators 1 and 2)”, “Also display is restricted (allowed only to
administrators 1 and 2, but setting is allowed only to admin-
istrator 2)”, and “Also display is restricted (allowed only to
administrator 2)” are prepared.

In asetting screen such as shown in FIG. 11, with respect to
each content, the button B1 is operated to select one of the fix
kinds of settings.

When the setting is to be applied, the button B2 is clicked,
and, when the setting is to be returned to the state before the
setting change, the button B3 is clicked.

Table 11 shows “content operation restriction mode”
which is seen from the viewpoint of a function that can be
used by a usual user and the administrator.

Table 12 shows “content operation restriction mode”
which is seen from the viewpoint of whether administrator
authentication is requested or not.
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TABLE 11

Meaning of each value of content operation restriction mode

Restriction mode of tab operation

Operation requested by client

Type of user

Display Setting (execution)

Not restricted

Setting (execution) is restricted
(allowed only to administrators 1 and 2)

Setting (execution) is restricted
(allowed only to administrator 2)

Also display is restricted (allowed only
to administrators 1 and 2)

Also display is restricted (allowed only
to administrators 1 and 2, but setting is
allowed only to administrator 2)

Also display is restricted (allowed only
to administrator 2)

Usual user (CO) Able
Administrator 1 (KO)  Able
Administrator 2 (CE)  Able
Usual user (CO) Able
Administrator 1 (KO)  Able
Administrator 2 (CE)  Able
Usual user (CO) Able
Administrator 1 (KO)  Able
Administrator 2 (CE)  Able
Usual user (CO)
Administrator 1 (KO)  Able
Administrator 2 (CE)  Able
Usual user (CO)
Administrator 1 (KO)  Able
Administrator 2 (CE)  Able
Usual user (CO)

Administrator 1 (KO)
Administrator 2 (CE)  Able

Able
Able
Able
Disable
Able
Able
Disable
Disable
Able

Disable Disable

Able
Able

Disable Disable

Disable
Able

Disable Disable
Disable Disable

Able

TABLE 12

Case where administrator authentication is requested

Restriction mode of content operation

Operation requested by client

Display

Setting (execution)

Not restricted

Setting (execution) is restricted (allowed
only to administrators 1 and 2)

Setting (execution) is restricted (allowed
only to administrator 2)

Also display is restricted (allowed only
to administrators 1 and 2)

Also display is restricted (allowed only
to administrators 1 and 2, but setting is
allowed only to administrator 2)

Also display is restricted (allowed only
to administrator 2)

Administrator authentication
is not requested
Administrator authentication
is requested

Administrator authentication
is requested

Administrator authentication
is requested

Administrator authentication
is requested

Administrator authentication
is requested

Administrator
authentication is requested
Administrator
authentication is requested
Administrator
authentication is requested
Administrator
authentication is requested
Administrator
authentication is requested

Administrator
authentication is requested
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Next, with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 12, another
procedure of the process of a display request to a content
which is executed in the information processing system S1 of
the exemplary embodiment will be described.

In step S500, the information processing apparatus PC1
(client) requests the printer PR1 to display content A, and the
process then proceeds to step S501.

In step S501, it is determined whether the set value of the
operation restriction mode of content A is “not restricted”,
“setting (execution) is restricted (allowed only to administra-
tors 1 and 2)”, “setting (execution) is restricted (allowed only
to administrator 2)”, “also display is restricted (allowed only
to administrators 1 and 2)”, “also display is restricted (al-
lowed only to administrators 1 and 2, but setting is allowed
only to administrator 2)”, or “also display is restricted (al-
lowed only to administrator 2)”. If it is determined that the set
value is “not restricted”, “setting (execution) is restricted
(allowed only to administrators 1 and 2)”, or “setting (execu-
tion) is restricted (allowed only to administrator 2)”, the pro-
cess proceeds to step S505 in which the printer PR1 transmits
data of content A to the information processing apparatus
PC1 (client) (i.e., the display is allowed).

In this case, as described above, the information processing
apparatus PC1 (client) may obtain data by accessing a web
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page including content A produced by the content producing
portion 202 of the EWS 101 of the printer PR1, through the
web browser.

If it is determined in step S501 that the set value is “also
display is restricted (allowed only to administrators 1 and 2)”,
“also display is restricted (allowed only to administrators 1
and 2, but setting is allowed only to administrator 2)”, or “also
display is restricted (allowed only to administrator 2)”, the
process proceeds to step S502 in which the printer PR1
requests the information processing apparatus PC1 (client) to
perform administrator authentication, and the process then
proceeds to step S503.

In step S503, authentication is performed on the basis of
the administrator information (apparatus administrator ID or
the like) input in the information processing apparatus PC1. If
the authentication succeeds, the process proceeds to step
S505 in which the printer PR1 transmits data of content A to
the information processing apparatus PC1 (client) (that is, for
the administrator 1 or 2, the access is allowed).

In this case, as in the same manner as the case described
above, the information processing apparatus PC1 (client)
may obtain data by accessing a web page including content A
produced by the content producing portion 202 of the EWS
101 of the printer PR1, through the web browser.
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If it is determined in step S503 that the administrator
authentication fails, the process proceeds to step S504, and
the process is ended without transmitting data of content A.

As described above, in accordance with the set value of
content A, it is possible to restrict a content display request of
the user and the administrator. Therefore, the security of the
printer PR1 can be further improved.

It is a matter of course that contents other than content A
can be similarly processed by the process of a display request
to a content shown in FIG. 12.

Next, with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 13, another
procedure of the process of a request of setting (execution) to
a content which is executed in the information processing
system S1 of the exemplary embodiment will be described.

In step S600, the information processing apparatus PC1
(client) requests the printer PR1 to perform setting (execu-
tion) on content A, and the process then proceeds to step
S601.

In step S601, it is determined whether the set value of the
operation restriction mode of content A is “not restricted”,
“setting (execution) is restricted (allowed only to administra-
tors 1 and 2)”, “setting (execution) is restricted (allowed only
to administrator 2)”, “also display is restricted (allowed only
to administrators 1 and 2)”, “also display is restricted (al-
lowed only to administrators 1 and 2, but setting is allowed
only to administrator 2)”, or “also display is restricted (al-
lowed only to administrator 2)”. If it is determined that the set
value is “not restricted”, the process proceeds to step S605 in
which the printer PR1 transmits data of content A to the
information processing apparatus PC1 (client) (i.e., the set-
ting (execution) is allowed).

In this case, as described above, the information processing
apparatus PC1 (client) may obtain data or perform setting
(execution) by accessing a web page including content A
produced by the content producing portion 202 of the EWS
101 of the printer PR1, through the web browser.

Ifit is determined in step S601 that the set value is “setting
(execution) is restricted (allowed only to administrators 1 and
2)”, “setting (execution) is restricted (allowed only to admin-
istrator 2)”, or the like other than “not restricted”, the process
proceeds to step S602 in which the printer PR1 requests the
information processing apparatus PC1 (client) to perform
administrator authentication, and the process then proceeds
to step S603.

In step S603, authentication is performed on the basis of
the administrator information (apparatus administrator ID or
the like) input in the information processing apparatus PC1. If
the authentication succeeds, the process proceeds to step
S605 in which the printer PR1 transmits data of content A to
the information processing apparatus PC1 (client) (that is, for
administrator 1 or 2, the setting (execution) is allowed).

In this case, as in the same manner as the case described
above, the information processing apparatus PC1 (client)
may obtain data or perform setting (execution) by accessing a
web page including content A produced by the content pro-
ducing portion 202 of the EWS 101 of the printer PR1,
through the web browser.

If it is determined in step S603 that the administrator
authentication fails, the process proceeds to step S604, and
the process is ended without transmitting data of content A.

As described above, in accordance with the set value of
content A, it is possible to restrict the setting (execution) of a
content of the user or an administrator. Therefore, the security
of the printer PR1 can be further improved.

It is a matter of course that contents other than content A
can be similarly processed by the process of a display request
to a content shown in FIG. 13.

10

40

45

16

Second Exemplary Embodiment

Referring to the block diagram of FIG. 14, the configura-
tion of an information processing system S2 which is a second
exemplary embodiment of the invention will be described.

Components similar to those of the image forming system
S1 of the first exemplary embodiment are designated by the
same reference numerals, and their description will be omit-
ted.

The information processing system S2 is different from the
image forming system S1 in that a printer PR2 of the infor-
mation processing system S2 is not provided with an embed-
ded web server (EWS).

The printer PR2 comprises individually, in place of an
EWS, an authenticating portion 300, a determining portion
301, an administrator information storing portion 302, and a
content operation restriction management table storing por-
tion 303.

An information processing apparatus PC2 which is con-
nected to the printer PR2 through a network is not required to
comprise a web browser, and transmits and receives contents
(information) to and from the printer PR2 with using prede-
termined application software or an FTP protocol.

The various processes (the process of an access request to
a content, that of a display request, and that of a request of
setting (execution)) which have been described in the first
exemplary embodiment can be similarly executed also in the
information processing system S2.

Third Exemplary Embodiment

Referring to FIGS. 15 to 24, the configuration of an infor-
mation processing system S3 which is a third exemplary
embodiment of the invention will be described.

FIG. 15 is ablock diagram showing the configuration of the
image forming system S3 which is the third exemplary
embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 15, the image forming system S3 is
configured by: printers PR3, PR4, PR5, PR6 which are a kind
of information processing apparatus (or image forming appa-
ratus) having a network connection function through a net-
work N (N1, N2) such as a LAN or the Internet; and infor-
mation processing apparatuses PC3, PC4 for an administrator
and configured by a personal computer or the like.

In the exemplary embodiment, the number of the informa-
tion processing apparatuses is not particularly restricted. An
image inputting apparatus (such as a scanner) having a net-
work function may be additionally connected.

In the exemplary embodiment, the type of the printers PR3
to PR6 is not particularly limited, and may be any one of
printers having a network connection function such as a laser
printer, a full-color printer, or an inkjet printer.

The information processing apparatuses PC3, PC4 are pro-
vided with a web browser which operates on a usual OS
(Operating System), so that the apparatuses can access at least
the printer PR3 through the network N to perform browsing of
web contents (web pages), predetermined setting, etc.

The configurations of the information processing appara-
tuses PC3, PC4 are not particularly restricted, and, for
example, comprise a keyboard and a mouse as inputting
means, and a liquid crystal display device as displaying
means.

In the exemplary embodiment, the printers PR3 to PRS
have the same configuration. However, the exemplary
embodiment is not restricted to this, and the printers may have
different configurations.
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The printer PR3 comprises a configuration for realizing a
printing function including a sheet conveying mechanism, a
printer engine (image forming section), and the like. A usual
configuration may be employed, and therefore its description
is omitted.

FIG. 15 shows only the configuration of the printer PR3
required for implementing the invention.

As shown in FIG. 15, the printer PR3 comprises: a com-
municating port 501 which is connected to the network N to
transmit and receive data (information) such as various
requests to and from the information processing apparatus
PC3 and the like; an embedded web server (hereinafter,
abbreviated as EWS) 502 serving as a request accepting sec-
tion (setting request receiving portion); an operation panel
503 through which various settings are performed; a param-
eter management table storing portion 504 which stores a
parameter management table in the form of a table; a search-
ing portion 505 which searches a printer (the printer PR4, the
printer PR5, or the like) connected to the network N; a setting
application request transmitting portion 506 which transmits
a setting application request to a searched printer or the like;
and a setting request transmitting portion 507 which transmits
a setting request to the information processing apparatus PC4
or the like.

In the network N of the exemplary embodiment, separate
networks (for example, networks N1, N2 and the like) are
configured by a router 600. Namely, the networks N1, N2
constitute separate broadcast domains.

Next, with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 16, the pro-
cedure of the setting application process which is executed in
the information processing system S3 of the exemplary
embodiment will be described.

In step S700, first, the user operates a web browser to
access the EWS 502 of the printer PR3 to register the network
address of the network N2. Thereafter, the process proceeds
to step S701.

In step S701, the user instructs a setting of parameters of
the printer PR3 through the EWS 502.

In step S702, the printer PR3 searches a printer of the same
standard (including the same type) on the same network (in
this example, the network N1) and the network N2 of the
registered network address, with using an SNMP request or
the like. Thereafter, the process proceeds to step S703.

In step S703, the printers PR4, PR5, PR6 of the same
standard (including the same type) on the same network N1
and the network N2 of'the registered network address reply to
the printer PR3 by means of an SNMP response. Thereafter,
the process proceeds to step S704.

In step S704, the printer PR3 transmits a parameter setting
instruction of the same setting contents to the printers PR4,
PRS5, PR6 which are found in the search.

In step S705, the printers PR4, PR5, PR6 to which the
instruction has been transmitted enter a parameter setting
application instruction waiting state. Thereafter, the process
proceeds to step S706.

In step S706, it is determined whether the setting applica-
tion instruction is performed through the operation panel 503
of'one of the printers PR3 to PR6 or not. If “No”, the process
proceeds to step S710 for performing a cancel instruction to
proceed to one of subroutines of application instruction wait
canceling processes 1 to 3. The procedures of the subroutines
will be described later.

By contrast, if “Yes” is determined in step S706, the pro-
cess proceeds to step S707, and a printer through which the
setting application is instructed transmits the setting applica-
tion instruction to the other printers through the network N
(N1, N2).
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In step S708, parameter setting is applied to the printers
PR4, PR5, PR6 which receive the setting application instruc-
tion.

Therefore, the parameter setting in all the printers PR3 to
PR6 is completed (step S709), and the process is ended.

With reference to the flowcharts of FIGS. 17 to 19, the
procedures of the subroutines of application instruction wait
canceling processes 1 to 3 to which the process proceeds in
step S710 will be described.

As shown in the flowchart of FIG. 17, in the application
instruction wait canceling process 1, the user performs in step
S800 the cancel instruction through the EWS 502, and the
process then proceeds to step S801.

In step S801, the printer PR3 on which the cancel instruc-
tion is performed transfers the cancel instruction to the plural
printers PR4, PR5, PR6 on the network N, and the process
then proceeds to step S802.

In step S802, the application instruction waiting states of
the printers PR3 to PR6 are canceled, and the process returns
to the flowchart of FIG. 16, and is then ended.

As shown in the flowchart of FIG. 18, in the application
instruction wait canceling process 2, the user performs in step
S810 the cancel instruction on one of the printers PR3 to PR6,
and the process then proceeds to step S811.

In step S811, the printer on which the cancel instruction is
performed transmits the cancel instruction to the other print-
ers on the network N.

Therefore, the application instruction waiting states of the
printers PR3 to PR6 are canceled (step S812), and the process
returns to the flowchart of FIG. 16, and is then ended.

As shown in step S820 of the flowchart of FIG. 19, in the
application instruction wait canceling process 3, the applica-
tion instruction waiting state of a printer in which the preset
time period elapses and times out is canceled. Thereafter, the
process returns to the flowchart of FIG. 16, and is then ended.

In the exemplary embodiment, therefore, information (the
setting application instruction or the cancel instruction) can
be transmitted to the printers connected to the network N
without omission, and the convenience and the security can
be improved.

Next, with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 20, another
procedure of the setting application process which is executed
in the information processing system S3 of the exemplary
embodiment will be described.

In step S900, first, the user registers the network address of
the network N2 through the EWS 502 of the printer PR3.
Thereafter, the process proceeds to step S901.

In step S901, the user instructs a setting of parameters of
the printer PR3 through the EWS 502.

In step S902, the printer PR3 searches a printer of the same
standard (including the same type) on the same network (in
this example, the network N1) and the network N2 of the
registered network address, with using an SNMP request or
the like. Thereafter, the process proceeds to step S903.

In step S903, the printers PR4, PR5, PR6 of the same
standard (including the same type) on the same network N1
and the network N2 of'the registered network address reply to
the printer PR3 by means of an SNMP response. Thereafter,
the process proceeds to step S904.

In step S904, the printer PR3 transmits a parameter setting
instruction of the same setting contents to the printers PR4,
PRS5, PR6 which are found in the search.

In step S905, the printers PR4, PR5, PR6 to which the
instruction has been transmitted enter a parameter setting
application instruction waiting state. Thereafter, the process
proceeds to step S906.
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In step S906, it is determined whether the setting applica-
tion instruction is performed through the operation panel 503
of'each of the printers PR3 to PR6 or not. If“No”, the process
proceeds to step S908 for performing a cancel instruction to
proceed to one of subroutines of application instruction wait
canceling processes 4 to 6. The procedures of the subroutines
will be described later.

By contrast, if “Yes” is determined in step S906, the pro-
cess proceeds to step S907 in which parameter setting is
applied to the printer which receives the setting application
instruction, and the process is ended

With reference to the flowcharts of FIGS. 21 to 24, the
procedures of the subroutines of application instruction wait
canceling processes 4 to 6 to which the process proceeds in
step S908 will be described.

As shown in the flowchart of FIG. 21, in the application
instruction wait canceling process 4, the user performs in step
S910 the cancel instruction through the EWS 502, and the
process then proceeds to step S911.

In step S911, the printer on which the cancel instruction is
performed transfers the cancel instruction to the other printers
on the network N, and the process then proceeds to step S912.

In step S912, among printers which receive the cancel
instruction, the application instruction waiting states of all
printers on which the setting application instruction is not
performed are canceled, and the process returns to the flow-
chart of FIG. 16, and is then ended.

As shown in the flowchart of FIG. 22, in the application
instruction wait canceling process 5, the user performs in step
S920 the cancel instruction on one of printers on which the
setting application instruction is not performed, among the
printers PR3 to PR6, and the process then proceeds to step
S921.

In step S921, the printer on which the cancel instruction is
performed transmits the cancel instruction to the other print-
ers on the network N.

Therefore, the application instruction waiting states of
printers on which the setting application instruction is not
performed, among the printers PR3 to PR6 are canceled (step
S922), and the process returns to the flowchart of FIG. 16, and
is then ended.

As shown in step S930 of the flowchart of FIG. 23, in the
application instruction wait canceling process 6, the applica-
tion instruction waiting state of a printer in which the preset
time period elapses and times out is canceled. Thereafter, the
process returns to the flowchart of FIG. 16, and is then ended.

In the exemplary embodiment, therefore, information (the
setting application instruction or the cancel instruction) can
be transmitted to the printers connected to the network N
without omission, and the convenience and the security can
be improved.

Next, with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 24, the pro-
cedure of the setting application process which is executed in
the printer PR3 will be described.

In step S950, first, the user registers the network address of
the network N2 through the EWS 502 of the printer PR3.
Thereafter, the process proceeds to step S951.

In step S951, the user instructs a setting of parameters of
the printer PR3 through the EWS 502.

In step S952, the printer PR3 searches a printer of the same
standard (including the same type) on the same network (in
this example, the network N1) and the network N2 of the
registered network address, with using an SNMP request or
the like. Thereafter, the process proceeds to step S953.

In step S953, the printer PR3 receives replies which are
transmitted to the own printer by means of an SNMP
response. Thereafter, the process proceeds to step S954.
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In step S954, the printer PR3 transmits a parameter setting
instruction of the same setting contents to the printers PR4,
PR5, PR6 which are found in the search, and the process then
proceeds to step S955.

In step S955, the printer PR3 enters the setting application
instruction waiting state, and the process then proceeds to
step S956.

In step S956, it is determined whether the setting applica-
tion instruction is performed by the user or the preset time
period elapses and times out or not. If the setting application
instruction is not performed and the time period times out (if
“No”), the process proceeds to step S958 in which the param-
eter setting of the printer PR3 is not applied, and the setting
application instruction waiting state is canceled. Thereafter,
the process is ended.

If“Yes” is determined in step S956, the process proceeds to
step S957 in which the parameter setting of the printer PR3 is
applied. Thereafter, the process is ended.

As described above, the setting application instruction (in-
struction for executing the process) is transmitted to the exter-
nal printers PR4 to PR6, and hence the external printers PR4
to PR6 can use the instruction for executing the process.
Therefore, the process can be simplified, and the convenience
can be improved.

When the measurement of a predetermined time period is
ended (times out), the execution of the process is canceled
(the parameter setting is not applied, and the setting applica-
tion instruction waiting state is canceled). Therefore, a situ-
ation that the printer is left to stand for a long time can be
avoided, and the security can be improved.

Although the invention conducted by the inventor has been
specifically described on the basis of the exemplary embodi-
ments, the exemplary embodiments disclosed in the specifi-
cation are exemplarily shown in all aspects, and it is to be
understood that the invention is not restricted to the disclosed
techniques. Namely, the technical scope of the invention
should not be restrictively interpreted on the basis of the
description of the exemplary embodiments, and should be
interpreted in accordance with the description of the
appended claims. The invention includes techniques equiva-
lent to those set forth in the claims, and all changes within the
scopes of the claims.

In the case where programs are used, they can be provided
through a network, or in the form that they are stored in a
recording medium such as a CD-ROM.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The information processing apparatus, the information
processing system, the information processing program, the
image forming apparatus, the image forming system, and the
image forming program of the invention can be applied to an
apparatus such as a personal computer, or a laser printer,
full-color printer, facsimile apparatus, or the like which has a
network connection function.

The foregoing description of the embodiments of the
present invention has been provided for the purposes of illus-
tration and description. It is not intended to be exhaustive or
to limit the invention to the precise forms disclosed. Obvi-
ously, many modifications and variations will be apparent to
practitioners skilled in the art. The embodiments were chosen
and described in order to best explain the principles of the
invention and its practical applications, thereby enabling oth-
ers skilled in the art to understand the invention for various
embodiments and with the various modifications as are suited
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to the particular use contemplated. It is intended that the
scope of the invention defined by the following claims and
their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. Animage forming apparatus in a first network, the image
forming apparatus comprising:

a searching section configured to search for another image
forming apparatus in the first network and a second
network different from the first network; and

a transmitting section configured to transmit a setting for
the image forming apparatus to the other image forming
apparatus,

wherein the image forming apparatus is a same type of
image forming apparatus as the other image forming
apparatus,

wherein the transmitting section is configured to directly
transmit the setting to the other image forming apparatus
if the other image forming apparatus is in the first net-
work and the transmitting section is configured to trans-
mit the setting to the other image forming apparatus
using a router as an intermediary if the other image
forming apparatus is in the second network that is dif-
ferent from the first network.

2. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the other image forming apparatus conforms to a
same standard as a predetermined standard of the image
forming apparatus.

3. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the other image forming apparatus is in the first
network.

4. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
further comprising:

a request accepting section configured to accept a prede-

termined request.

5. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 4,
wherein the request accepting section comprises an embed-
ded web server.

6. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 4,
wherein in response to a cancel instruction being sent to the
request accepting section, the transmitting section is config-
ured to transmit the cancel instruction to the other image
forming apparatus.

7. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 4,
wherein the other forming apparatus is the second network.

8. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 7,
wherein the second network is registered through the request
accepting section of the image forming apparatus.

9. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
further comprising:

a storing section configured to store a parameter manage-

ment table including a plurality of settings,

wherein the plurality of settings comprise the setting for
forming the image.

10. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the other image forming apparatus is configured to
receive the transmitted setting and set a setting in the other
image forming apparatus to a same setting as the received
setting from the image forming apparatus.

11. An image processing system comprising:

a first image forming apparatus in a first network; and

a second image forming apparatus,

wherein the first image forming apparatus comprises:

a searching section configured to search for the second
image forming apparatus in the first network and a
second network different from the first network; and

atransmitting section configured to transmit a setting for
the first image forming apparatus,
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wherein the second image forming apparatus is configured
to receive the transmitted setting and set a setting in the
second image forming apparatus to a same setting as the
received setting from the first image forming apparatus,

wherein the first image forming apparatus is a same type of
image forming apparatus as the second image forming
apparatus,

wherein the transmitting section of the first image forming
apparatus is configured to directly transmit the setting to
the second image forming apparatus if the second image
forming apparatus is in the first network and the trans-
mitting section of the first image forming apparatus is
configured to transmit the setting to the second image
forming apparatus using a router as an intermediary if
the second image forming apparatus is in the second
network that is different from the first network.

12. The image processing system as claimed in claim 11,
wherein the second image forming apparatus conforms to a
same standard as a predetermined standard of the first image
forming apparatus.

13. The image processing system as claimed in claim 11,
wherein the second image forming apparatus is in the first
network.

14. The image processing system according to claim 11,
further comprising:

a request accepting section configured to accept a prede-

termined request.

15. The image processing system as claimed in claim 14,
wherein in response to a cancel instruction being sent to the
request accepting section, the transmitting section is config-
ured to transmit the cancel instruction to the second image
forming apparatus.

16. The image processing system as claimed in claim 14,
wherein the request accepting section comprises an embed-
ded web server.

17. The image processing system as claimed in claim 14,
wherein the second image forming apparatus is in the second
network.

18. The image processing system as claimed in claim 17,
wherein the second network is registered through the request
accepting section of the first image forming apparatus.

19. The image processing system as claimed in claim 11,
further comprising:

a storing section configured to store a parameter manage-

ment table including a plurality of settings,

wherein the plurality of settings comprises the setting for
forming the image.

20. An image forming apparatus in a first network, the

image forming apparatus comprising:

a searching section configured to search for another image
forming apparatus in the first network and a second
network different from the first network; and

a transmitting section configured to transmit a setting for
the image forming apparatus to the other image forming
apparatus,

wherein the image forming apparatus is a same type of
image forming apparatus as the other image forming
apparatus,

wherein the transmitting section is configured to transmit
the setting to the other image forming apparatus without
using a router as an intermediary if the other image
forming apparatus is in the first network and the trans-
mitting section is configured to transmit the setting to the
other image forming apparatus using the router as the
intermediary if the other image forming apparatus is in
the second network that is different from the first net-
work.
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21. The image forming apparatus of claim 20, wherein the
second network is previously registered with the image form-
ing apparatus.

22. The image forming apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
second network is previously registered with the image form- 5
ing apparatus.

23. The image forming apparatus of claim 11, wherein the
second network is previously registered with the image form-
ing apparatus.
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